
28 July – 11 August 2016/5776

RSY-NETZER  
SHEMESH

99% of parents responding 
to a survey in 2015 
said that they would 
recommend RSY-Netzer 
Shemesh to their friends

JOIN IN,  

DON’T MISS OUT!

DATE
SHACHAR, EMUNAH, REUT, ATID
(12-15 year olds, school years 7-10/S1-4)
28 JULY – 11 AUGUST

BRIYAH
(10-11 year olds, school years 5-6/P6-7)
2 - 11 AUGUST

PRICE
SHACHAR, EMUNAH, REUT, ATID
£999 (Reform synagogue members)
£1190 (Non-Reform)

BRIYAH
£650 (Reform synagogue members)
£785 (Non-Reform)

is supported by: and

“My daughters loved camp. 
They gained so much

confidence and a sense of 
independence that they had

never had before. Their 
leaders were inspirational 
and they made wonderful 

friends. They can’t wait for 
next summer!!”

Tania Black

RSY-Netzer          @RSY-Netzer          /rsynetzer

For further information visit our website

Tweets from 
Shemesh 5775
@Briyah5775 thank you guys! My 
daughter had a fab time and has 
asked to go to Sheleg and camp 
next summer!

Teamwork and smiles! #siteactivities 
#shachar5775

Missing camp so much! 
#emunah5775

When camp blues set in an 
hour after you get off the coach 
#Reut5775 countdown begins  
again #atid5776

A beautiful kabbalat shabbat  
service on Atid! 
#atid5775 #shemesh5775 #nofilter

How Our Camps Work 
Shemesh is a chance for your child to live 
for two weeks (or 10 days if they are on 
Briyah) in a Reform Jewish community. 
We know that it is important for them 
to feel comfortable and at ease in their 
surroundings, so we split the age groups 
on to different sites. At each camp there is 
a range of fun activities to join in with as well 
as space to chill out and relax. Our camps 
have single-sex dormitories (or tents if they 
are on Atid). Our leaders provide a friendly 
face to educate, inspire and encourage 
your children. All this while being part of an 
active, friendly and supportive RSY-Netzer 
community!

What makes RSY-Netzer camps 
unique? 
RSY-Netzer is a Jewish environment unlike 
any other. RSY-Netzer gives your children 
space to explore different ideas, discover 
their passions, tackle challenging questions 
and make lots of friends. Our camps enable 
them to think and experience prayer in new 
and creative ways. We support them in 
becoming well rounded young people with 
an open view of the Jewish community, 
Israel and the world around them.

Practicalities 
We know how essential it is to refuel young, 
active people and so, with the help of a 
qualified nutritionist, we have created tasty 
vegetarian menus with plenty of fresh and 
healthy food. During camp, tuck will also 
be available.

Your children will have times when they can 
call home. Don’t worry if they don’t call you 
though, as many have such a good time, 
they don’t want to! You will be advised of  
the dates and time for them to call home  
just before camp starts.

We provide coach travel from and to 
London, Manchester and Leeds. On 
departure day, you can check our website 
for an update of when your children have 
arrived on camp. The Primary Guardian on 

the Enrolment Form will receive a text to 
confirm that they have arrived. On return 
day, please keep an eye on our website, 
which we will endeavour to update regularly 
with the progress of the coaches.

Communication 
In the run up to Shemesh we provide 
parents with all the details about camp 
by email, and further details are available 
on our website. In June there will be 
Parent’s Information Evenings in London, 
Manchester and Leeds. In early July, we  
will send an information email detailing  
travel arrangements, kit list, contact details 
plus additional information that may be 
required. Before camp, you will be given  
an emergency number, which will be  
available 24/7. During camp, we aim to 
tweet and send weekly emails. This is 
dependent on an adequate wifi signal  
on camp.

Staffing 
RSY-Netzer is a youth movement run by 
young people for young people. Shemesh 
camps are run for 10-15 year olds and 
staffed by 17-23 year old volunteers. In 
addition each camp has an experienced 
Welfare Officer and Medic. Most of our 
leaders were themselves participants on 
Shemesh and have been involved in  
RSY-Netzer for a number of years. A 
lot of time and effort is put into training 
these volunteer leaders and supporting 
them throughout our events. The leaders 
spend much of June and July preparing 
themselves and programmes for Shemesh, 
and work tirelessly to provide an exciting 
and stimulating experience for young 
people. They are supported by the  
RSY-Netzer full time Movement Workers 
and the Youth Department staff.

Welfare Supervision 
At RSY-Netzer, we pride ourselves on our 
professional approach towards the health 
and safety of our participants. We employ 
a Senior Welfare Officer who is based at 
the Sternberg Centre all year round. In 

addition, we have an experienced Welfare 
Officer on each camp who is on call 24/7. 
These Welfare Officers are people with 
professional experience as teachers or 
working with young people, and generally 
have a youth movement background 
themselves.

Our aim is to always create a warm and 
safe atmosphere for our participants 
and we are the only youth movement to 
offer this level of professional support. To 
complement this, our leaders are trained in 
welfare issues, as part of their leadership 
training course.

RSY-Netzer operates an inclusive approach 
towards accommodating all young people 
where possible. We are able to support 
young people with a range of medical, 
physical, social and emotional issues. For 
your child’s benefit, it is essential that even 
sensitive information is given to us. On the 
medical and welfare form, please include 
all details that will allow us to support 
your child during this event. We are able 
to accommodate many special needs 
but withholding medical and/or welfare 
information could lead to your child being 
withdrawn from the event. 

We take both confidentiality and 
compliance with national standards for 
child welfare very seriously. After your form 
has been returned; if anything changes, or 
any new welfare and medical needs arise, 
please advise us as soon as possible. This 
will enable us to best provide for your child.

RSY-Netzer is the youth movement for Reform Judaism in the UK. We have been around for over 
30 years and every year we welcome over 800 young Jewish people into our safe and supportive 
community. We create an inclusive and exciting Jewish environment, with innovative learning. On  
RSY-Netzer, people make lifelong friends and develop their Jewish identity, all through being part 
of our Reform community. We do this through living out our key values of Reform Judaism, Reform 
Zionism, Tikkun Olam (social action) and Livluv (personal development). 
 So what are you waiting for? Come join us!

INTRODUCING RSY-NETZER

For more information go to  
www.rsy-netzer.org.uk  
call 020 8349 5666 or email  
aly.joseph@reformjudaism.org.uk

RSY-Netzer
The Sternberg Centre
80 East End Road
London N3 2SY



 
PARENTS INFORMATION
Buddy System 
RSY-Netzer welcomes new participants. We have 
set up a buddy system to allow our participants to 
make new friends before Shemesh starts and to make 
their first experience on camp all the more enjoyable. 
If your child would like to be put in contact with 
someone from your area before camp please let us 
know by contacting Alyson on 020 8349 5666. Please 
note we will endeavour to find someone in your area, 
however, we are not able to guarantee this.

Age Groups 
RSY-Netzer works on the academic year system. All 
years are calculated on the basis of the state school 
system. For example, if your child is to go on Machane 
Emunah Shemesh then they must currently be in  
Year 8 (England and Wales) or S2 (Scotland). If you 
have any doubt please contact the RSY-Netzer office 
on 020 8349 5666.

Pocket Money 
In order to assist with the administration of pocket 
money, we will add £20 to the invoice for Shemesh. This 
is money for your children’s tuck which includes different 
snacks and drinks.

Please note that any outstanding balance will be kept 
by us in order to support our future projects unless 
the return of this balance is specifically requested. This 
balance cannot be returned during the event.

Enrolment and Acceptance 
Please note that until 2 February 2016 we have 
a priority system in place for members of Reform 
synagogues. Enrolment Forms received after this 

INTRODUCING RSY-NETZER 

SHEMESH CAMPS

Enjoy one of your first experiences of summer 
camp with RSY-Netzer on Briyah! In just ten days, 
you’ll create friendships that last for years while 
having an amazing and unforgettable time. 

Every day, there are programmes full of action, 
Israel, friendships, Reform Judaism and loads of 
fun. You will also have the chance to learn some 
new skills and try out some adventure activities 
such as raft building and climbing.

On Briyah, you’ll be spending lots of time with your 
friends choosing amazing activities such as capture 
the flag, friendship bracelet making, crazy science, 
sports, drama and much more - you’ll have to  
come on camp to discover what’s on offer for you 
this year!

10-11 Year Olds (School Years 5-6/P6-7)

12 Year Olds (School Year 7/S1)
On Shachar you’ll have an amazing time with 
friends, old and new, from across the country.

Every day will include exciting programmes full 
of creativity, adventure and kef (fun). Shachar 
will be non-stop fun; discovering new things about 
yourself, the world around you, Reform Judaism, 
Israel and social action in ways you never would 
have dreamed of! You will also have the chance to 
try out some challenging adventure activities such 
as climbing and low ropes.

Shachar will be two weeks filled with our special 
RSY-Netzer atmosphere – You don’t want to  
miss it!

13 Year Olds (School Year 8/S2)

On Emunah you’ll have an amazing time with 
friends. This camp offers a wide range of 
adventure activities such as climbing and high 
ropes. You are sure to love every second.

With discos, fancy dress, film nights and  
exciting programmes run by your fantastic 
madrichim (leaders), there is never a dull 
moment on Emunah!

Emunah brings a whole new take on Reform 
Judaism, Israel and social action as you explore 
what they mean to you through making your 
own decisions and listening to different ideas.

Emunah will leave you wanting to come back for 
more next summer!

On Reut there are endless opportunities from 
kef (fun) games to programmes on thought-
provoking issues. These could include summer 
festivals and secret cinemas – there’s no 
telling what your fantastic madrichim (leaders) 
may create for you on this camp.
You will have time and space to explore 
your interests and skills whilst continuing to 
develop new ones. On camp you’ll be given 
plenty of options, meaning you can tailor your 
experience to your interests and passions, as 
well as making the summer your own. You will 
develop your own thoughts and ideas about 
RSY-Netzer, Reform Judaism, Israel and social 
action all whilst strengthening friendships, 
meeting new people from across the country 
and having fun!
You will have the chance to enjoy and be 
challenged by exciting adventure activities 
where you’ll be supporting your friends and 
working as a team.
Reut will be a summer to remember, full of 
fun, friends and more!

14 Year Olds (School Year 9/S3)

Atid is a unique under canvas experience in the 
beautiful countryside. You’ll create, with your 
friends old and new, an incredible atmosphere in 
your very own RSY-Netzer community. You will 
enjoy fun programmes run by your madrichim 
(leaders), warming camp fires and much more.

Atid features a three day tiyul (hike) where you 
and your friends will try new things and support 
each other through new challenges. It is sure to 
be an incredible bonding experience.

On Atid you will develop your thoughts and 
understanding on Reform Judaism, Israel and 
social action. You’ll have the opportunity to make 
choices about what you would like to learn from 
a wide variety of options. This will allow you to 
take the lead as well as having peer leadership 
experience, preparing you for the start of your 
hadracha (leadership) journey.

Atid is the perfect stepping stone on your  
RSY-Netzer journey before Israel Tour!

15 Year Olds (School Year 10/S4)

For further information visit our website

date are accepted on a first-come-first-served basis. 
Therefore, if you want to have a better chance at 
getting a place, please do not wait for the deposit 
deadline. Your child’s place will only be secured 
once we have received the deposit along with their 
completed Enrolment and Medical Forms and the 
Medical Form has been seen by our Welfare Officer. If 
anything changes relating to the medical information 
before Shemesh begins, it is your responsibility to 
advise us beforehand in writing. RSY-Netzer reserves 
the right to refuse any applicant.

Payment 
The Enrolment Form, along with your child’s Medical  
& Welfare Form, and the deposit of £275, (including 
£100 Administration Fee) must be received no later  
than 25 February 2016. You will be sent an invoice  
for the balance which must be received no later than 
27 May 2016.

A 3% fee will be added to all credit card payments. 
We now accept American Express for which a 2% 
charge will be added. There is no fee for debit card 
payments.

Financial Support 
RSY-Netzer strongly believes that our young people 
should have the opportunity to take part in our events. 
We strive to support this by providing financial support.

If required, please download your form at:
www.rsy-netzer.org.uk/events/financial-assistance

We want everyone who wants to participate in an RSY-
Netzer event to be able to do so and we know that this 
can be financially challenging. We have a Fund that is 
there specifically for this. Please apply! There is complete 
confidentiality throughout the process and the identities 

of the recipients of bursaries remain anonymous.

The deadline for this form is 4 March 2016. We are 
sorry that we cannot accept late applications as once 
our fund has been allocated it is then closed for the 
year. There is no cancellation charge applicable in 
cases where Financial Support is requested (by the 
deadline), but where the request cannot be met.

For more information, contact Alyson Joseph on 
020 8349 5666

Discounts 
RSY-Netzer offers a £40 discount for every additional 
sibling attending a summer event. This will be deducted 
from the final emailed invoice.

Cancellation Policy 
If you wish to cancel your place on Shemesh, you must 
contact: aly.joseph@reformjudaism.org.uk, in writing.

Deposits are non-refundable from 25 February 2016. 
If you cancel your place prior to this date, you will be 
entitled to a refund less the £100 Administration Fee.

Any participant who cancels after the deposit deadline, 
but before full payment is due on 27 May 2016, will be 
entitled to a refund of all monies paid, except for the 
£275 deposit. For any participant who cancels after 
27 May 2016, no monies will be refunded (even if you 
cancel due to medical reasons), unless you have paid 
the Cancellation Fee (see below).

Cancellation Fee 
We recommend paying our optional £30 Cancellation 
Fee. If you choose to pay the Cancellation Fee, this 
must be paid in line with the deposit deadline of 25  
February 2016.

If paid, any participant who cancels before full payment is  
due on 27 May 2016 will be entitled to a full refund of all 
monies paid, except for the £100 Administration Fee.

Any participant who cancels after 27 May 2016 for medical 
reasons will be entitled to a full refund of all monies paid, 
less the £100 Administration Fee. A signed letter from 
the participant’s doctor will be required to support your 
cancellation for medical reasons. Any participant who cancels 
after 27 May 2016 for non-medical reasons will be entitled to 
a full refund of all monies paid, less the £275 deposit.

In the event of you taking out your own travel insurance, you 
will need to seek reimbursement directly from your provider 
as RSY-Netzer will retain monies in accordance with our 
Cancellation Policy above.

Publication: Photos taken during Shemesh
We operate an ‘Opt-Out’ System whereby we may 
publish photos of your child on our brochures, website, in 
newspapers, social media, on our funding partner institutions’ 
websites (this list is not exhaustive) unless you opt out from 
this. Therefore, please contact the RSY-Netzer office in writing 
if you do not want images of your child to be published.

Personal Possessions 
We are not liable for any damage to personal possessions 
that are taken on camp. Therefore, we recommend that  
you ensure your child has cover under your household 
or travel insurance for any personal possessions taken 
on camp, for example, jewellery, clothes, electrical items, 
instruments (this list is not exhaustive).

For further information and our terms and conditions 
visit our website: www.rsy-netzer.org.uk/shemesh


